Clay Vocabulary

Art Foundations

CLAY:  Decomposed granite rock that has the quality of plasticity.  There are many 

types of clay, stoneware is gray colored clay that will turn white after firing, terra cotta is red rust colored earthenware clay that will remain red in color after it is fired.

AIR BUBBLES:  Small pockets of air trapped in the clay.  If they are not wedged out 

of the clay the air trapped in the clay will cause it to explode in the kiln.

WEDGING:  Kneading and throwing the clay in such a way that it distributes the 

moisture evenly and eliminates air bubbles.

SLAB:  Clay rolled out flat to an even thickness.

COIL:  A way of building up the walls of a pot with rope like coils of clay.  The 

coils can be smoothed out or left for texture and patterning.

SLIP:  Clay and water mixture used along with scoring to join two pieces of clay.

SCORE:  Making small hatch marks in clay prior to joining two surfaces.

NEEDLE TOOL:  Used to score, carve or cut slabs, also known as a pin tool.

WOODEN KNIFE:  Modeling tool used when blending coils and slabs together, 

sculpting or adding texture, cutting or patterning soft clay.

RIB:  (wood, plastic, or metal) Used to smooth out and shape clay surfaces.

LEATHER HARD:  Partially dry clay the consistency of firm cheese, which is hard 

enough to hold is shape but soft enough to be carved or add clay to it.

BONE DRY:  Clay that has lost all its moisture and is ready for firing in the kiln.  

Bone dry clay is very brittle and fragile, it will break or crack easily with minimal effort.

GREENWARE:  Unfired clay.

KILN:  The furnace used to fire clay.

BISQUE:  Clay that has been fired once.

POTTERY:  Objects (especially vessels) made from fired clay.

GLAZE:  A glass-like coating on a piece of pottery.

