Design Vocabulary

Art Foundations

PRINCIPLES OF DESIGN:  Guidelines an artist follows in order to arrange the 

Elements of Art (line, color, shape, form, space, value & texture) when 

creating a work of art.

REPETITION:  The use of a line, color or motif in more than one place in the same 

composition.

PATTERN:  Can be created through a repetitious use of the same element to create 

an overall design.

MOVEMENT:  A visual suggestion of action created by the placement of the 

elements in a work of art.  It can also be the path a viewer’s eye follows through a composition.

RHYTHM:  Repetition of similar elements such as color, line and shape.  It is a 

smooth transition from one part to another that seems to active to the eye.

BALANCE:  An equal or unequal distribution of elements in a work of art.  It is the 

equilibrium of various elements in the work of art that gives a feel that no part of the work seems visually “heavier”.

· FORMAL:  symmetrical arrangement where one half of the work of art mirrors the other half.

· INFORMAL:  a balance achieved through unequal distribution, balance by “visual weight”, (a small bright object in contrast to a large dull object)

· RADIAL:  shapes or forms arranged around a central point.

EMPHASIS:  Used by an artist to place special importance on an element, subject, 

or aspect of the work of art (one area stands out more than another).

PROPORTION:  The relationship in size of one object to another and to the whole

HARMONY:  Combining the elements of art to accent their similarities in a way 

that seems to come together.

UNITY:  Arrangement of elements and principles of art to create a feeling of 

completeness and wholeness, harmony as a whole work of art. The artist uses proportion, movement, balance, and variety to achieve unity within the composition.

CONTRAST:  Shows differences between the elements of art in a distinct way 

(could be color, value, lighting differences).

VARIETY:  Combining one or more elements to focus on differences and diversities 

within a work of art to create interest.

