Elements of Art
Art Foundations

LINE:  is the path of a dot through space.  It forms shape, gives direction, creates 

rhythm and movement with in a work of art, evokes mood, establishes patterns, 1-dimension (even with thickness); when clustered it can create light and dark tones, suggests texture.

COLOR:  what the eye sees when light is reflected off an object

SHAPE:  a shape is 2-dimensional.  It has length and width, but no depth.  It is flat 

and are enclosed with an outline.

· Geometric Shape:  a precise, mathematical shape.

· Organic Shape:  it is not regular or even. Such shapes are found 

                   within nature.

FORM:   a 3-dimensional shape.  It has length and height, but also depth.  It can 

either be geometric or organic.

SPACE:  is the distance or area between, around, above, below, or within things.  

All objects have space.  Space is empty until shapes or forms fill it.

VALUE:  the difference of a particular medium (pencil, charcoal, paint, etc) ranging 

from light to dark

TEXTURE:  the surface qualities of particular objects.  The way things feel, or 

appear to feel if they are touched.

· Real Textures:  can be felt or touched

· Implied Textures:  painted or drawn textures.  Cannot be felt, but are seen giving an illusion of texture that is recognized by the eye.

